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For six-and-a-half years, the Louisville Assembly of Vanguard
Art lived in a warehouse on Shelby Parkway that burned to

ashes last month. Here, a photo essay
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For six-and-a-half years, the Louisville Assembly of Vanguard Art lived in a
warehouse on Shelby Parkway that burned to ashes last month. Here, a photo essay

hat do you even say?

For a generation of young Louisville creators —
artists. musicians, writers, filmmakers, punks, closet
revolutionaries, wayward journeyfolks, innovators
— the mothership has burned to the ground. The party’s over.
Quarter the fun hog.

The six or so years that the LAVA
three when 2 fired on all ovinders, werre i

Because really, how many people think a steely warehouse full of artists and all
kinds of random, weird shit is worth the tinder? A fire the size of a city block brought
it down., took its keeper Bill Christie with it, took the poor dog Helvis too. That got

your attention.
. P . . 4
As humans, we all understand in some deep place that soul isn't found in things, it's

found in people. Most of the people who made the Louisville Assembly of Vanguard An
a viable institution of this aity’s supenor underground culture are still around, and hicky
for us. thev still care. The ones who lived and worked at the LAVA House as of two
weeks ago, their tools are gone. For a few, everything is gone, burned up, contributing to
the pile of ash that still litters the warchouse’s substantial footprint.

House was around on Shelby Parkway, and the

undational for a relatively small but affecting

group of people, and equally meanmgless for far more than tat How many people ;
By kn har | i msade > Our only vantage ; f To me, when it comes down, the best art is confrontational, even aggressive; a
knew what happened msade® Our only vantage pomnt t ) >
i s reaction to its environment. | spent a decent chunk of time hanging around the LAVA

the sngular kand of creative

BTy phenomenon, and o
House a few vears ago, and it always struck me as a place of protection, where all the
evil shit outside its walls was momentarily kept at bay, where the creative process could

womb, m, was and wall be star DeTt At SOMme CALCTY

eneriry without so much as twitching. You may briefly

SOMME Pectr Of 2T puss ay
consides mirmacry, standing mside the place during a rock show, surrounded by 500-some

people, cardrums cracklng and funous, bor embarrassing to even nde out the notion

take over unencumbered. We all should hope for such a place.

\!‘.

hat else can you even say? —Stephen George
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Back (L 1o R Thalon Hubbell, Amy Gardner, Stuart Barr, Dave Fry, Willie Tash. Middle: Shannon Steizer, Chad Hayes, Chasity Cisco, Bart H

A s . y erre, Hannah C y b
Chris Chappell, Kristin Shelor, Dave Caudill, Glen Herre. Front: Hallie Jones, Disco, Joe “Beef” Barlun, Seed, Iggy, Matt Cisco. o e

LAVA Hm: ‘ ﬁm“m o 3 bedroom in 3 warehouse that hes father

an abridiged trredire of the [AVA

The fliowrg 5

House, mastared by LAVR codoundes Arcr

Coramay Vet wewn Sheiaatonse org b mors

rormaton
2001

Aprik: Aron Conaeay drafts a mandetn

1o represent the deals for whach 2 rew rd o

of wrts

organization could strve. Ongnally intended ¢
be a progect in collaboraton wih artat Thomas
Brown, it calls for a2 need for communtty, finding
a new function for art in the new millenraum

2 deep exphoration of at's purpose and
documentation along e way

Around the same time, Bart Herre moves
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bought while he was at Columbus College of
Art and Design

May 11: Aron is taken by friends Tyler Trotter
and Brerdian McGee o 1ee 3 building that Bart
tATar o

of e budding,

T s Jpon walking in the door
1 immeciately apcarent that
this = goang o De 3 place where something Dag

crahe raprmr

June 6: honcallsBart o st up a rr
Bart leams for several days to return i

ooting
Colurnbus 1o pack up his stuf! for the move
bk 1o Lowrsville. Aron leavs a rote on the

front dooe of the warsteass asking Bant (o call

and also describes his vision of starting an artist

community there

June 10: Bart returns from Columbus. Aron
hecks up with Bart to discuss Aron's renting the

carpeted office in the warehouse for a studio

June 21: Aron meets with Glenn Herre, the
andiord, and Bart about renting the office space
Glenn wanted $400 a month for the entire lning
wrea. Inttially Aron was not 1o lve there because
the taslding was not 1oned 3% a residence, Within
a month, Aror

% ining At the warehouse

June 26: Aron maeets with Clens Herre
decuns e of the larger warehouse space

outside of the office he was initially renting. A
price of $1,450 is agreed upon for the entire hal
of the building — $1,050 for the warehouse spadt
and $400 for the living quarters.

Aron and Bart scrap together a large sum
of money to pay for the first month of rental &t
the new space, Aron, Bart and Thomas meet it
Aron's room and, using the name The Louisle |
Association of Vanguard Artisans, work out
prefiminary ideas for a LAVA logo. Aron comes #
with a stylized LAVA emblem that incorporates
the fleur-deis into the letters. Bart does not lie
the word Artisan, so the name is changed to 1
the word Art instead. Aron doesn't like hd
Association, so the name is changed to use the
word Assembly




Aron and Bart put fliers around Louisville
advertising rental spaces and the new
organization, the Louisville Assembly of
Vanguard Art.

July 4&: Birth of the Louisville Assembly of
Vanguard Art at Independents’ Party.

July 16: Meeting with Aron and Bart. Thomas
Brown, Dave Fry, Matt Weir are invited to rent
studio space in the warehouse, That afternoon,
Thomas, Aron and Bart use machetes to cut the
overgrown backyard for first time.

Aug. 27: Bart leaves for France to visit brother
after completing “Abundance of Strength” piece
that ends up in Hangar Show — and later hangs
from LAVA House ceiling.

Sept. 11: Everything in the world changes.

Sept. 22: (Autumnal Equinox) Cardinal Wings
Airplane Hangar Art Show. Music: the Rachel’s.
Organized by Skylar Smith.

Before leaving for France in late August, Bart
completed “Abundance of Strength,” a plece that
resembiled the form of an upside down roof built
of aluminum building siding with windows on
each end and a light on the inside. Painted on the
sides were a large American flag and an enlarged
military emblemn with a large, ominous bomb and
the words “Abundance of Strength.”

For this show, Thomas Brown created a pair
of figures that held hands and spun in the air,
again mimicking a theme of the WTC on Sept. 11,
and a couple who jumped to their deaths. The
piece was conceptualized and in progress before
the event.

Aron built a 25foot Statue of Liberty out of
building conduit, a concept that had been drawn
up several days prior to 9/ 11. It was part of an
installation that also included a quartered police
cruiser found at Aron's work at Brown Brothers
Cadillac that carried the words “EMERGENCY
911" on the side, which rested in front of a 24° X
16" wall hanging of revolutionary and evolutionary
quotes written in tar and maroon oilbased
house paint on a collage of dazens of building
biueprints, all of which were gathered before
the attacks. Also in the installation were two
encyclopedias found in the trash, which on 9/11
were immaediately and randomly tumed to the
airplane, Afghanistan, Arabla and Army entries in
the very same hour that the WTC fell. They hung
from the ceiling of the hangar by rivets, divided
and displaying these specific entries.

Part of the original plan pre-9/11, not
yet understanding the significance at the
time, a large crucifix with torn pictures of
Christ hung above all as a surveillance video
camera and a monitor recorded the viewer as
they entered the space, showing them they
were being watched

Sept. 23: Outdoor art, music and activism
camival at Central Park. In 2002, this show
would be known as AlterNation

Oct. 1: Aron, Bart and Bob Nevin go to Bob's
work at a robotics company and pick up a dozen

Above: Irllsllll the main space of the LAVA House, a sprawling warehouse with 35-foot ceilings and all manner of random urban detritus. Below:
In the main room, Heartbreak Cowboy Traveling Roadshow plays banjo while spinning a flaming hula hoop.

or 50 cublicle dividers, to be used as dnviders for
spaces in the LAVA House. Also, LAVA meeting
with Eric Clark and the Squallis Puppeteers,
both of whom are beginning to rent space in the
warehouse.

Late October: Scorpio Fest featuring King Kong
and others.

Oct. 27; First Annual LAVA Halloween Party
featuring Joe Manning, the Humongous, Seluah(
Clark, DJ Bill McDonough, School, City of Ghosts
and others.

2002

Feb. 15: Meeting with Josh Mather and Co.
about shooting his public access show “What's
the Mather?" at the LAVA House

March 2: Aron and Josh Mather go to U of L
with Chad Hayes, LAVA House's third resident
artist, with a trailer attached to the back of Aron's
Volvo, Using angle grinders, they remove
bolts to dismantle the old bleachers. The
steel frames and aluminum plank seats are
rebuilt on caster wheels at the LAVA House
as seating for the “What's the Mather?” show
and other music shows, There are two 94oot
wide sets of bleachers and one set of couch
bleachers holding three large couches.

March 26: Strike City, the Swords Project,
Scaramongo. “What's the Mather?” episode shot
at LAVA House on new set " %

Upcoming benefits for LAVA

Friday, Feb. 8
Vampire Squid, Lucky Pineapple (special ensemble), Consume Consumer, The Glasspack, DJs
ABell, Sean John, Damo » Pour Maus » 1481 S. Shelby St. = $5 (plus a suggested donation);
9 p.m. » All proceeds go to those affected by the fire = 21+

Sunday, Feb. 10
Wick's Pizza » 971 Baxter Ave. » 458-1828
$TBD (All door money matched by Wick's Pizza); All night » 21+

Thursday, Feb. 21
My Darling Asleep w/ Guilderoy Byme * Flanagan's in the Mahogany Room * 934 Baxter Ave.
585-3211 * $5 (plus all proceeds from sales in that room go to LAVA); 6-9 p.m. * 21+

FEBRUARY 6-12, 2008

March 30: Starkiller, the Bitter Pills, var Om,
Anorymous (from Iceland). The cops bust the
show and Starkiller stops early.

April: Aron welds and paints aluminum letters
red at Eagle Sign and Design. They are hung
up on the front of the LAVA House above the
windows in the Red Room

April 27: U of L Student Art League Show
Music: Groen Formica Table, The Lost Cadillac

13



—FERTURE" —

Clockwise from top left: Chad Hayes; “Big Greg” Martin; Disco and Bill Christie;
Willie Tash; Hannah Cameron and Bart Herre; Hallie Jones, Emily Ritter and
Shannon Stelzer; Bart Herre; Aron Conaway and Hallie Jones; Scott Belcher;
Seed and Helvis; Kristen Shelor; Chris Chappell and Elaine Fister-Hull; Aron
Conaway; Stuart Barr (mohawk); Thalon Hubbell (red shirt); Joe “Beef” Barlund.
(Thanks to all those who provided photos to LED.)
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May: Hallie Jones joins the LAVA organcation m.?:uummnmm
She offers to do the LAVA House website in “Uncoverec: The Truth about the iraq War™ at Te
exchange for studio space for six months. Kertucky Theater

May 17: Dub Narcotic Sound System, Half 2004 .
Seas Over, Tara Jane 0" Ned, Da Hawney Troof n-atkrmamm:&nn‘k&n
Snowsuit. 1o set up Bark Accourt for LAWA Organczaton

April 14: Gallopalocza Horse Preview Party

July &: LAVA House One Year Anrsversary - i il casl . Bart Herre two

Party. Music: Elecrolytes, Fludron, Sapat. 3 5 o horses)

Tim Conaway, Jon Cook, DUs Foursquare ¥ I o

Strangeloop, Logicide, Mint, Tig. Cosmic Aprll 15: JCC Unity Arts Festval, “Crossing
Borders. Crossing Cultures.”™ Hallie and Aron set

July 19: After Party for Starkiller, Strike City w0 an rstaillation and a booth for LAVA. Bart later

Halifax Pier, Contra Show at Headliners: Dub cormes e works Te tbie O petie

Band called Mr. Romance and the Polyphonic

Force, later known as The Chidren. April LB LAA Meeting 'c discuss pecpee
rangng arcund and distractng e creatve

July 27: “Cremanconomous” 16mm Films, process.

15 Fimmakers, Hearttreak Comboy Traveing

Foadshow, Your Heart Breass April 24: LA Spring Show “Art for Evolution.”

Music: a.m. Sunday
Oct. 4: Bonree “Prince” Billy and Faun Fabies <
broken up by Te police and mowed I Mia May 14: “Art hat Strikes You,” U of L Student
Frednch's “Museun” on Washingon Street. Art League, Brown School, KCD. Music
Marchura
Oct. 19: Art across e Line. Uofl Studert Show

Music: Ladl The Okd Red Fas Mt“ﬂ#rwm;;r;nhu\'ﬂ

Fouse

: Hallowsen “cowers” show eaturng The
i 3 o July 17- Forecastie Arts. Music Acvism

Cars, Ninara, iggy and the Siooges Festival, Tyler Park. Forecastie
Afwr-Party ot the

Dec. 31: New Year's Eve Bash featurng Trars LA House

Am, Instant Camera, irra + [ Tease and

Friends + Video by Sportaneously Decxded Juby 18: MoweOn org

Sutwersive Behavior. S00 n attercarce srowrg of “Outiomed”

at Te LAA House

2003 > July 24: Tory Miller for
Jan. 17-20: LAVA traweds to Washegion, D.C Corgress Bereft Show
for Anti-War March organaed by ANSWER featurrg the Chidren, e

Gage Brofhers, Sam Poetry

Feb. 14: “Love and War: A Whole LAVA Lowe" DUs — moved from LAVA
Art Show featuring Sagat. Frequency Beryg, Heume ' Michael Murory's
Fringe Medicine, The Children Bar because of fire marshal

mchmrrert The would bacally
March 28: duPont Maresal Hgh School mark T end of thows af e

Photo Show Bl Hrouse

April 18: Opening for “Destruction of §

Beauty vs. the Beast™ LAVA group art show 2

Kentucky Theater

June 27: “The Element of Surprise.” Lol

Photo Biennial

Show at LAVA House

July 17: The LAVA House Art Project (new

entity) and The Comedy Car

Ron Whitehead & the |

Apocalypse Revue, Chuck Roy and the New

Family Comedy Expeniment + Allo

July 18: Spontaneously Decided Subversie
Behavior SDSE (a side project of some |
artists) short film

1w at Kentucky Theater

16 WWW.LEOWEEKLY.COM
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Over the next three years, several

artists come and go, including Greg
Martin, Chris Chappell, K. Castieman
S., Dave Caudill, Seed, and Hannah
Cameron, among others. Meetings and

the general organization come to a
standstill as the LAVA artists focus on
individual work and develop emerging
careers as artists. Despite the burst of
individualism, the community of artists,
visitors and residents continues to be rich
and fat with creative output

On Saturday, Jan. 26, 2008, the LAVA
House burns down in a massive, three-
alarm fire. Bill Christie, 65, who lived in a
trailer inside the main warehouse, is killed
Helvis, a resident pit bull, is also killed. For
the moment, the future of LAVA Is unclear. B

FEBRUARY 6-12, 2008
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